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“ALIAS JIMMY VALENTINE”

Avery read the message.

| lor of unnerving fesr came upon him.

His head dropped forward and bhe
glanced apprehepsively about him
His hand trembled as he laid the pe-
per on the desk. He sank hopelessly
Into a chair, “Doyle)” the old man
choked—"Doyle! He sald he'd slough
me, and now he'll do It—or else be'll
mnke me pay bieckmsail. You never
can tell how mueh a copper wants for

cxamined a large photograph which
Avery had sent him. It showed the

{ tables and goests at & large banguet

in a luxuricusly appointed restnurant.

| “Yes, I think this saves me,” he re-

marked. He held it before Red. ask-
Ing. “What's this™
“Flashlight of a banquet.™

but coarse money
The old man stared fascinatedly at
the enticing tray.

“Well, we watehed each other for
awhile,” commented Red, pointing to
his chief.

“And gin't neither of you ever
snatched even one bundle?’ asked
Avery Incredulously.

“No.™

“Well, you better get me out of

“Come on, Red,” he said, walking to
the vault room door. *“I'm going to
prove to Bill that he’s honest. He's
going to watch that money till we
coine hack.”

Avery cried out In protest, but Red
followed his superior. and the tme

over his eves. and he sobbed In the
agony that gripped the soul which had
been restored to him,

“That's it put In Avery eagerly
as he arose and proceeded to aid Red
In restoring the secattered money to
its place. I couldn't take It then.
Now [ can go out of here and know
that I'll never steal again.”

“You musin't go until Doyle comes
in, for he might ses yov on ihe street.”
warned Valentine. *“When he comes
You can' go out through the vaalr
room and make your getaway whliie

of the vernacular of his early voca-
tion. >

With a parting handshake Avery
went out into the vault room, where
Red was to exhibit to him the blg
new safs. The assistant eashler. now
that the fray of money had been re
placed on the table, picked up the
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The watchman became thoughtfnl
At last a puzzled wrinkle marked his
“Why—why—you—were—in
—Sing Sing—prison—on—thst—date,”
be replied confusedlr

Valentine and Avery laughed in ‘wear
superior koowledge.

*“No, no,” protested Vslemjne “this
photograph proves I was at a bam-
quet in 8t. Paul. Tl beat Doyle and
I'l make bim lke 1t."

“You can't” was Avery's pessimis-
tic comment.

“You sald we conldn’t go square,

beat the thing inside of us that calis

] we can beat one man that hunts”

A clerk knocked at the door and en-

coin.

she was, particularly dificnlt to fath-
om. and today she was more baffling
than ever. She talked nt lenzth re-
garding her plans for the children’s
Christmas celebration. and. standing
before his desk, while he stood bebilnd
it, she sald. “And 1 wnant
what you want for Christmas.™

he answered In low tonss.
what you and two short years have
done for me.”

“And there’s never anything more
you want? Don't yon ever dream—
drenms of, say, two years more” She

these last two, since yvour father gzave

me a position of frust, and muke ex-

as your employee.” he finally npswer-

errthing good and plle up the money |

to know |

“Is there anyihing I could want?
*Think of |
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“Great snakes, what a chance!” ex-
clalmed the one time thief, looking
from Valentine to the watchman.
“This is no place for me. Ol;. just for
one grab and the guick getaway!"
He mopped his wrinkled brow. “I'm
sweating llke a polsr bear on the
Fonrtk of July.”

“Haven't got it out of your blood
ret, eh?* asked Valentine

=Xy iy s for real momey. 1

25¢ Pound
SATURDAY ONLY

We use HOT WATEv to CLEANSE
with at our fonntain.

~&lrle

CONFECTIONERY COMPANY,
C. 8. PICKRELL, Mgr,
206 N. Oregon St. Phone 347
Under the Electric Fountain.

knew vet lurked withim him. was left
glone in the banking. office before a
tray coniaining $63.000 in cash. With-
in reach was the door leading into the
open hallway through which it was
but a few seconds’ dash to the busy
strect, where a man weuld immediate-
Iy be lost to view in the passing
throng.

“It's a dirty trick.” muttered theold
man, starting after the others. A shaft
of yellow light reflected from one of
the golden colns caught his eve drove
into his very brain, into the thin ved

in their curved fxedness, began fto
nervously twitech. Then Avery jerked
himself away of a sudden. He straight-
ened himseif up and started toward the
vault room door to summeon Valentine.
But even as he did so his glance roved
back to the alluring tray. He was
drawn to it as thae nerveless rabbit
that succumbs to the insidions charm
of the oscillating head of the hungry
prthon.

He stepped to the tray. He selzed
two packages of bundred doliar bills,
thrust them into his pockets. then
clutched two more. The fever had
him. His eves shone with the fire of
gone days-and gone nights. His pol-
soned blood sang throngh his veins.

lnid down a package. “And ‘double

mal.nder of tho money. "And coln that
| comes crocked never was any good.”

{ deliverad hér nest question.

ed.

that he could not see her face as she
althougsh
she would have given much to have
been able to wateh the expression of
the assistant cashier—her assistant
eashier—as she asked it.

“But.” she ventured, “you must have
thought that I would marry some
day.”

Sllence. with Valentine fumbling In
embarrassment a pencil “which lay

longer. The girl hed penetrated his
very =oul with her questions, had un-
coverad in Jimmy Valentine the sa-
crets of hiz new life—the seerets
which he had resolved to keep buried
forever. But now he must speak. He
must tell her the truth about his sit-
uation ss regarded her—part of the
truth. at least.

“And the thought of you brings
darkness, desolation.” he said. I-eep-
Ing a firm grip on the emotions that
threatened to nnnerve him. “What is
the use? You're all there Is to live for
—to just see you now and then. You're
all there is to life. Men have lo¥ed
and siaves have Joved and animals
that have heen saved have loved. but

ow of other days may fall.

you to know this and belleve it

WS

Rose ‘turned sidewars to bim. so | 4
| receiver st his

your God—my love for you Is 2 bholy ;

The telepbone bell rang at his desk.
As he relessed her and placed the
rar she encircied his
néck in her arms and kissed him
“Hello!” he called. As the response
came she feit a tremor sun through
him. Hagzgardness came info his eyes.
He seemed almost to forget her pres-
ence.

“Yes, yes,” he answered; “T1l see the
gentlemsn In 2 few minntes”

He hung up the receiver.
he groaned. “Doyle!™

umn

come back and get you nnd dad and
take you home.”

His face had taken on the pallor
that marked the visages of men who
came from Warden Handler's game of
soiitaire.

“Yes. but should this man have busi-
ness which would take me out of
town™ —

“But you mustn't go out of town—
now hear me."” She, of course, had
not the slightest suspicion of the true
imporiance of that telephone eall

“I won't If there's a way out™

*“Well, just don't—just don’t,” plead-
od Rose, 1 am going to leave the chil-
dren here to take care of you™

“Rose.” he cried. golng to her. “Rose,

may separate us suddenly.”

“Let that be our prayer to all the
gods. But this 1 want you to remem-
ber—from my soul I love you. Now

telephone receiver fell to the desk
with a crash. Doyle gone into the of-
fice of Mr. Lane, Rose's father! Here
wa2s a new complicstion, a new dan-
ger, one which Jimmny Valentine had
not incinded in his calenintions. Well,
come what may, be must face the sito-
ation,

“Miss Taylor—Miss Mszbhel ™ he called,
taking up the receiver and asking for
the “central” of the bank’s private
exchange, “give me "Mr. Lane’s office.
Hello, Mr. Lane. Ob now regarding

Detective George Dovle.

(To Be Continued Tomorrow.)
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| his greatest

test snd had not been
found wantine,

The thought of how narrowly he
had escaped committing the meanest
grime of his career came over him,

+ you tili"—

drew him toward her.

“Toak® me in your arms, Lee" she
cried forvently. “1 love youn. Tl love
Her face wnas upraisaed to
his as she clung to him.

He held ber !

“Goodby, Rose.”

He s=tood a moment; then, taking
down the telephone receiver. he sald
into the mouthplece:

“Hello.

All rizht. Send the gentle

MILLS BUILDING
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. Phooe 121 J

BELL 1054, ODOX'S ATUTO 1968 and he realfzed that he had been on
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rage possessed him at his insane lapse
into the self that he had cast from
him,
stacked plles of gold pleces.

¢ame Tushing in from the vault room.
They saw the floor littered with bank-
notes and coins. And crouching for-
lornly In a chalr was the figore of old
Bill Avery. Hls hands were pressed

He swong his fist at the heatly |

smothered in his kisses.

“There Is no end to the happiness |
you bring,” murmured Valenfine at
the first moment he thought he could

I've known for years and years—we
are golng to marry.”

He canght her into his arms once
more.

“1 love you, It will never end.” he
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Lina D. Collins, Secretary and Treas-
urer.
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